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« e o o The,Boara Meeting of Loﬁigidna
Wild Life and Fisheries Commission~convened at
10:00 o'clock a.m. on Tueéday, September 26, 1972,
at the Wild Life and Fisheries Building, 400 Royal
Streét, New Orleans, Louisiana, H. C. Wright; Vice
Chairman, presiding. . . &
PRESENT WERE:
H. C. WRIGHT, Vice Chairman
J. BURTON ANGELLE, Director
L. J. AUTIN |
DOYLE G. BERRY

J. L. WALKER

— — —— — — p—

1, Approval of the minutes of meeting of July 25,
1972,

HARRY SCHAFER

2. Open oyster season for tonging in Calcasieu
Lake.

LYLE ST. AMANT

3. Request for permit by.Donald G. Lambert

Contractor, Inc., to dredge approximately
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1.3 million cubic yards of fill material
in the vicinity of Burnside..Louiéiana,
~between Mile 170 and Mile 171 AHP,.

RICHARD K. YANCEY

4. - Hunter orange requirements for deer hunters. (10)

5,. Consider request'from Barksdale Air Force (16)
Base for 50 alligators for restocking
purposes.

6. Report on éxperimentai alligator'season.' '(i8)

7. "~ Use of Commission airplanes. ' : _ (22)

JOE HERRING

8f Deletion of land from.wisner Wildlife Manage- | (26)
ment Area. |
9. Richland Parish fequest for change in deer 1 (29)
doe season.,
10. Requészfor change in deer season in Vernon (32)

Parish; also use of range road. (49)

OTHER BUSINESS
11, Move October Commission ﬁeeting éate one week (49)
ahead of nofmal shcedule., Conflicts |
with Southeastefn Association Conference.
12, Sale of boat'ZORIc and transfe? of boat A (50)

WIDGEON.
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13, Mr. James Walker
Conservation Fund. _ (54)
Catahoula Lake Liaison, | (57)

14. Statement of Director Angelle (Thomas Damato) | (59)
CHAIRMAN WRIGHT: The Sepﬁembér meeting

of the Louisiana wWild Life and Fisheries Commissiop

will now come to order. We have a guorum of four
members.

Do I hear approval of the minutes of the
July 25 meetipg? |

MR. AUTIN: So move.

MR. BERRY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved and
secéﬁded that the minut§s~be approved f§r the July
meeting. All in favor, say aye.

IN UNISON: Aye.

THE CHAIRMAN: All dpposed, the same sigh.

(N§ response) |

So ordered.

Mr, Harry Séhafer.h

MR, HARRY SCHAFER: Mr, Chairman; I have

one item on the agenda, and that is the opening of
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the oyster season in Calcasieu Lake. We hgvelxad
a field survey conducted in this area and found
that the oyster popplatioh was simiiar to last yeér
and I would recommend it be opened under the fol-
lowingAconditions:

That it be opened on December 1 through
March 31;_that the fishing be limited to use of
tongs only and to -daylight hours; that the afea to’
be openea be‘cqnfided to Calcasieu Lake, ihcluding
West Cove, withlthe exception of Calqasieu Rivér,
the Ship Channel, East Fork, West Fbrk. and Oyster
BéYou, which wiilvremain closed; that the three-
iﬁch culling law.will prevail and that the small
oysters wbu;dybé scattered‘over the perimétér of
the reef; that the taking of oysters will be
limited to 15 sacks for commercial ﬁse and two
sacks daily for s port or home consumption; and that
;II commercigl fishing of oysters be done with the
proper licenses.

I would recommend that this be adopted.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have hearad
the fecommendations of Mr. Schafer. What is your

pleasure?
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MR. AUTIN: So move.,

MR, BERRY:. Secopd.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Autin, seconded by Mr. Berry. Is there any oppo-
sition?

(No response)
Hearing none, so ofdered.
(Text of the resolution
is here made a part of
the record.)
WHEREAS the Cqmmission biolo-
giéts and the Chief of the Oysters,
Water ﬁottoms and Seafoods Division
have,reéommended the fishing of the
oysters of Calcgsieu_Lake including
the West Cove area with the exceptioﬂ
of the Calcasieu Rive; and Ship éhannel.
" East Fork, West fork and Oyster Bayou, and
WHEREAS, the State Department
of gealth has examined the growing waters
of this aforementioned area and approved
the waters for fishing oysters:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
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by the Louisiana Wild Life aﬁd Fisheries
Comﬁission. at its regular public monthly
meetihg §n Tnesday; September 26, 1972,
that the Calcasieu‘Lake Oyster Season for
iQ?é-73 be set in accordancé with the fol-
1o§ing rules and regulations: | |

(1) That the 0ys£er season in

Calcasieu Lake be fixed to extend

from daylight Friday, December l;,

1972, through sunset Saturday,

March 31, 1973, with the right

being resérved to extend said

season or close it if biologicaliy

justifiable;

(2) That oyster-fishing be limited

 only to the use of tongs and to déy-

light houré:

(3) The open areas éhall be con-

fined to Calcasieu Lake includipg

the West Cove area, with the excep-

tion of Calcasieu River and Ship

Channel, East Fork, West Fork and

Oyster Bayou which shall be closed:
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(4) The three-inch culling law
shall be observed by all fishermen
fishing the:area and the culls shall
be scattered around the perimeter
of the reefs to providé for expah—
sion and future.harvegting;
(5) The taking of oysters shall be
limited to 15,sa¢ks per boat per day:
(6) The taking of oysters for home
consumption shall be limited to
three bushels (two sacks) per boat
per déy; |
(7) Aall bommerciél.fishing of oysters
shall be done only with prope# licenses.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Director is hereby authorized and empowered
to extend or close said'season,.if biologi-
cally sound.
| THE CHAIRMAN: Dr. St. Amant.
DR,.LYLE S. ST. AMANT: Mr. Ch&ifman and
Members of the Commission, this is.a réqﬁest from
Donald G. Lambert Contractor, Inc., for é permit

to dredge approximétely 1.3 million cubic yards of
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.the Commission. I therefore recommend that the

£fill material from the Mississippi River in the
vicinity of Burnside, Louisiana.. This material is
to be usedkin.fuifilling a contract for the federal

and state Highway I-10. We have examined this

request. It meets all requirements set forth by

permit be granted.

MR. ANGELLE: Doeé'Mr. Lambert also have
to get a permit or a letter éf no objection from
the Corpé of Engineers, being this isiin a navigabl
stream?

' DR. ST;_AMANT: This is the case but our
permit, oncé‘it is grénted, if it'is gfanted by the
cOmmiSSioﬁ today, will‘sefve as a letter of no obje
tion and we can seqd a covefing lgtter with it té
the Corps. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard
the recommendation_ofinr° St. Amant. What is four
pleasure? | |

‘MR. BERRY: I sQ;ﬁpve.

MR. AU&IN: Second.

'fHE CHAIRMAN: It has been movéd ﬁy Mr.

Berry, seconded by Mr. Autin. " Is there any dis-

e
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cussion? Any opposition?
| (No rgsponse)
There being none, so orde;ed.
(The text of the resolu-
tion is here made a part
of the record.)

BE IT RESOLVED that the Louisiana
wild Life and Fisheries Commission does
hereby grant pérmission to.ﬁONALb G.

LAMBERT CONTRACTOR, INC., to ;emove
approximately 1.3 million cubic yards
of £fill material frém the ﬁiésissippi
River between Mile 170 and Mile 171
AHP in the vicinity of Burnside, Louisiana.
THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you.. Mr. Yancey.
MR. RICHARD K. YANCEY: Mr. Chairman and
Meﬁbers of the Commission, during the 1972 leéis-
lative session Act 580 was adoptéd, which provides
for the wearing of hunter orange by deer hunters
under certain conditions in Logisiana. We need a
resolution clarifying the requirements for hther
orange on the Commission-owned or operated game

management areas.,
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.orange when the gun season is open on the game man-

‘with that on. Outside of the game management areas

I have asked our Commission attorney, Mr.
Peter Duffy, to draw up an abpropriate resolution
and he haé done this. This resolution generally
provides for the requirement that all deér hunters,

both archers and gun hunters, would wear hunter

agement-afeas,vbﬁt when the‘gun.season-is not open
on thé gamé management areas and~9nly archery hunt-
ing'is_éllowed, theh thé archers would not_havésto
'wgar the hunter orange.

We would recommend that you all approve
of.tﬁis réso1u£ionvwhich.prévides for thésé réquira-
ments. ;ﬁ the event that anyqn; is wonderin§ what
hunter orangé is, I asked Joe Herriﬁg to bring a
jacket.an& cap and model it for‘you: because we
have got some deerx hﬁnters from Vernon Parish here
today and they might be interested in this.

Of course, this is a safety requirement.

Somebody said Joe Herring would make a good target

I think we are all aware of the fact that the
Attorney General has ruled that archers would not

be required to wear the hunter orange, whereas the
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 management areas, as provided for in'this_resolu-

‘Walker, seconded by Mr. Berry. Any discussion?

.
a

guh,hunters Qh6 are on unposted or non-private lands
would have to wear it.
We would recommend that you all adopt a-

resolution, clarifying these requirements on game

tion Peter Duffy has drafted.

}MR?_ANGELLE: Mr. Yancey, you feel that
this veétlgnd hat meets the requirement of the law?

MR. YANCEY: Yes, tﬁié-definitely meets -
the requiremeﬁts. The law proVides for 400 square
inches of hunter orange on:each deer hunter. ~Just
ﬁhe'vest would éctﬁally,meet'the reqqiremeﬁt;

R CHAIRMAN: You all have heard the

recommenda#ion of Mr. Yandef. What is your pleasur

MR. WALKER: I so move.

MR«'BEﬁRY:‘ Sécond;

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr..

Any objection?
(No response)
There being nane, so ordered.
(Text of the resoiufion

is here made a parf of
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..

the record.)
_WHEREAS, the Louisiana Legis-
lature by Act 580, adopted in it§ Régular
Session in 1972 amended Title,SGvof}the
Louisiana Revised Sgatutes df 1950 by

.adding thereto a new;éectibn desigﬂated
as LSA-R.S. 56:143, requiring persons |
engéged in thebhunting of_deer to dis-
play on their person a minimum amount
of color known as'fHunter Orange, " ﬁnd
also providihg pehalties and punishment
. for the violation of the added seqtioﬂ: and

WHEREAS, the Honorable William
J; Gustg, Jr., Attorne& General of the
State of Louisiana, by formaliopinion..

. rendered September 13, 1972, has inter-
preted LSA-R.S. 56:143 (Acts, 1972, No.
856) as permitting the Louisiana Wild
‘Life and Fisheries Commission to adopt
regulations and/or rules implementing
the "Hunter Orange" requirement set forth
in LSAfR.S; 56:143.(Acts; 1972, No. 850)

by hunters on game management areas
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~throughout the State of Louisiana, either

titled in the Commission or leased by it

from private individuals and/or corpora-

tions; and

WHEREAS, this CdmmisSion'desirés

that the provisions of the act described
herein apply to all game management areas

throughouf the State of Louisiana and by

resolution adopts the following rule and

reéulation:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED

N thdt all deer hunters, Qhether hunting

.with guns, rifles or bows and arrows,

during the gun hunting season, commencing

. November 18, 1972, be and they are hereby

required to wear "Hunter's Orange” in the
manner and in the amounts regquired by
LSAfR.S. 56:143 (Acts, 1972, No. 850)
while hunting on all game management

areas 1oca£ed in the State of Louisiana

.during permitted hunting hours;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that

during archery deer hunting season,
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. hunters violating the contents of this

State of Louisiana subject themselves to

hunters or archery hunters, until further

cdmmencing éh“OQtober 2; 1972, that éll
archerS'throughout.the State of Louisiana

be ;nd tﬁey are hereby exempt from wearing
"Hunter's O;aﬁge,f but that alllafchérs

are fequiréd t6 Wear‘"Hunterﬂs Qrange"

as required'by the-leéislative act'describéd
herein thle huntihé on all game maﬁagement
aré&s located in the Sﬁate of Louisiana,
duriné the gun deer hunting.season‘above
descriﬁed;_.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all

rule and regulation édopted for all wild

life game management areas throuéhbut the

the penalty adopted by the legislature in
LSA-R.S. 56:1434(Acts, 1572, No. 850);

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
foregoing rule and regulatioﬁ applies to
all fuﬁure'déer~hdnti5§ seasons fixed by

thisACommiséion, whether they be for gun

notice.
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ﬁR. YANCEY: Wé have a requést from
Barksdale Aif Force Base'fpr fifty,alligatofs to beg
used for restocking purposes on the base, and we
would récommend that you adopt a resplution aﬁthot-
izing the donation of fifty alligators to Barksda14~
Air Force Base. This would be contingent on, of
cb@rse, their éroviding persohﬁel,and transporta-
tion to move these ‘'gators from either Rockefeller
or Marsh Island to Barksdale, théh would then mean|
that we would have little expense involved in this
donation, which is for réstoéking purﬁoses on some
lakes that they have on the base.

MR. BERRY: ‘Do they have'ahy alligators
up there now? |

MR;_YANCEY:'Thej have a limited popula-
tion up there but they have got three or four nice
iakes that afe-high éuality habitat for alligators
and these are the areas thét théy want to restock.
Of course, they have real good ﬁfotection up there,
too. |

MR. ANGELLE: Do you have4é.copy of that
letter from them?

‘MR, YANCEY: Yes, I do have a copy.
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THE
the request.

MR.

MR.

THE

cussion? Any

CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard

What is your pieasure?
BERRY : So move.
WALKER: Second.

CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.

.Berry, seconded by Mr. Walker. 1Is there any dis-

opposition?

(No response)

Hearing none, so ordered.

Base has

used for

(Text of tbe resolution
is here made_a'pérﬁ of
the récord.)
WHEREAS, Barksdale Air Force
requested.SO a;ligators to be

rstocking purposes on several

lakes located within the boundaries of

the base; and

WHEREAS, these animals are

'readily available on either the Marsh

Island or Rockefeller Refuge;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

that this request is to be granted and

that 50 alligatots e prbvided Barksdale

¥
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Air Force Base from either the Marsh
Island or Rockefellér Refuges.

MR.'YANCEY:‘ The élligator_éeason; as we

allhkndw, has just ended, and it was felt that it

would bé timely that we bring oqt‘sdme of the higﬂ-
iights and results 6f that seasoh atAthis.meeting.

| | We would like to say that we conciudéd' 
that ﬁhe sé;éon wofked out éktremely well,’ This
w§§ a reséarch:effOrt and a tremendous amount.of
informatidn was gathered tﬁat is going to bé very
véluable in the'future'manééement of this féséurEé
in Loﬁisiana éﬁd in other southeaétérn statés. |

| 'Theré were no~gé$es made involving the

taking of illégélnékiﬁs. déspite the fact that therg
wag’a very intensive enforcemeht made by agent§‘§f
the Wild Life agd'Fisherie; Commissiop and despite
fhe fact that.there were'many dirg'predictions made
that thére wouldbe a number of'illeéa; alligators
fakgn.' The ségson was marred by one charge éhat
was lodged against a bu?er‘involved in the moving
of alliga£ors without prépéf shipping tags. This
was the most carefully.controlled and regulatéd

season that has ever been conducted in Louisiana
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"most publicized and certainly it was the most scru-

-the scene during the season, Mdny of these people

~to,éee first-hand just how this season was beiné

per linear foot was $8.02. Some of the skins went

on any form of wild life. It was also probably thJ

tinized by members of the press.
We had a number of representatives from

the press, including TV, radio and newspapers, on

went into the field with the trapgners; We also
operated an open-doorbpolicy at the headqua:ters
of the Rockefeller Refuge for the members of the

press. We feel that this gave them an opportunity

conduéteq, ahd.I think it was aﬁ eye—-opener tp many
peoéle.who had the wrong impression priof to arriv-
ing on the scene in Cameron Parish. |
The#e was a total of 1,347 ‘'gators takén.
About 80 percent of those Qere male.‘ They brought>
a total of_$74.614, which meant there was an aver-

age for each skin of $55.93. The average price

for about $11 per linear foot, which is the highest]
price ever offered for aliigator skins in this statle
to our knowledge.

We feel that the results of this will

0
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mean that this will provide a powerful incentive to
other marsh landowners and trappers to protect and
build up the population of alligators on their land

Certainly this can be an income-producer and a real

potential for preserving Louisiana's coastal marsheg.

We feel that this is also going to result in mater-
ial benefit to other forms of wild life which are

dependent upon'marSh areas for a place to live anad

breed and survive.

We know ffom thié'season ﬁo&'that‘thére
is a potential, a treﬁendéus'potentiél,'ﬁﬁat.exists
a11 a1ong'the Gulf'Coast in.the management of alli-
gators and we feel ?hat the results of this season
are going to point us in that direction.

The season was not without criticism.
Certainly criticisd was levied by the Nationél
Audubon’ Society, by fhe'Office»of Endangered Specie

of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, and

by one state commissioner. We analyzed this criti-

cism very carefully and we concluded fhétiit was
strictly negative and had no basis of fact or
reason.

We would suggest that the Commission

4]
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authorize the Director to send a letter of appreci-
ation to each meﬁber of tﬂe advisory committee who
worked in the establishment of this season, includ-
ing Dr. Chébreck; Dr. Glasg§w and Mr. John Lynch>of
Lafayette, and certainly we think thatvthe compli-
ﬁents>are in o:de; to be gxtended‘to'thé'employees
of the Comﬁissiqn'who participated and worked hard
during this season, because they put in long héurs
and we feel that ;ﬁey did a good job as a whole.

That basically concludes our réport on
the results of this séasonw

fHE'CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Yancey. I
want fo spéak for tﬁe COmmission and for the Qhole
Commission. I thipk‘thai we all appreciate the
effort that.yoﬁ all_put into this and the puﬁcome'
of it. Do I hear a motion frsm anybody that we
send{létters of appreciation to the Committee and
to the ﬁembers of the Commissi&n that did such
wonderful work? |

MRO.BERRY: I so move.

MR. WALKER: I second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.

Berry, seconded by Mr. Walker, that the Director
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be directed to send.these letters of appreciation.
Thank you, Mr. Yanceyo

MR. YANCEY: We would also suggest that
a policy be adopted, clarifying the use of the Com-
mission aircraft. Certainly these aircraft are
indispensable in the operatibn of the Commission
program. ~With§ut the use of airplanes, I doubt if
we could control illegal shr{mﬁing during the
clo;ed‘seéson. There are also ehfofcement of many
other comméfcial seafood laws that are‘dependent
upon aircraft, and certaihly the spotting of pol-
lution, waterfowl censuses, game éurﬁeys and.so on
down the line without fhe.use of airplanes simply
c§uld notlﬁe efféctively carrieé out.

We would like to'fecommend.that you adopt|.
aApoliéy which would specify that Commission aif-~
plane§ would be limited strict;y to official busi-
ness only and that all flights on all airplanes
would be scheduled in advance only through the
Executive Diréctor's office by either a divisidn'
chief or the assistant division chief, and that in
arranging fér a flight, the chief or his assistant

would provide the name of the passenger, the

% HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete convention service in new orleans
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,destlnatlon of the plane, the purpose of the fliéht

“the polntand time of departure and the estlmated

,;nformatlon, 1nc1ud1ng the number of - hours flown,

‘be compiled at the end of each month, showing the

'thé staff level to this effect, and we would recom-

return tlme,.and addltlonally that a log book be
kept. in each alrplane whlch would be fllled out at

the concluSLOn of -each fllght which would show this
and that additionally a monthly £flight record woul

co@pléte use of eaoh airplané and that this would
be kept on file and available to anyone at the ‘end
of each month for inspection.

.'THE CHAIRMAN: Gentléﬁen,byou have heard
the recommendations. Is thore any,oommont2

' MR. ANGELLé} Mr. Yancey, I understand
that\thrs policy'is:now.in force. Is that correct?

MR. YANCEY:~ A directive was sent out at

mend that it be put in the minutes of tho Commis-
sion meeting. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard
the reoommendation. What 1is your pleasure?

MR, WALKER: I soO move.

MR. BERRY: Second,

- ,
HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC, the complete'convention service in new orleans



24

-

iHE'anIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Walkéf; Eebonded by Mr. Eerry. Any opposition?
(No response)
Hearing none, so ordered.
(Text of the resolution
is hére made a’part of
the recqrd.)
WHEREAS, the_usé of airéraft
is essential in the operations of‘the.
Commissiop progrdms'incluaing: law |
enforcement, wildlifé censuses, pollu-
,tion'spotting, game range eQaluations,
aquatié weed sufvéys, marine fisheries
programs, and rapid transportation to remote
.coastal faéilitieé: and -
WHEREAS, there is an apparent
need for establishing a Cqmmission éolicy'
in-connection with the ﬁsé of these air-
créft;' |
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,
that all Commission aircraft will ﬁe
'used fof official business only and

that flights will be scheduled in advance
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'th;ough-the Director's office by the
”DiyiSioh"Chiefs or their Assistants or
'a'mgmbér of the Director's staff;
ﬁE ‘IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that
the following information must be pro-
vided in scheduling flights: (1) names
of all paséengers; (é) destination; (3)
purpose of flight; (4) departure and
return tiﬁes:
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that
flight logs will be kept in each air-
'craft,.and'loés are to be filled in by
each pilo£ at the conclusion of éach
.flight. Further, that a monthly report
‘shéwing-the use bf_all Commission air-
pianés will be compiled, based upon'the
airplane léés; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that
the exceptioﬂ.to this policy.will be in
the event of an emergency condition or
in connection with the use of federal-aid
(P-R) aircraft, which is to‘be scheduled

through the Game Division.

D00¢
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"lease agreement, I would recommend to the Commis-—

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Yancey.
Mr; Joe Herring.

MR. HERRING: Thank you, Mg. Chairman.
The first item we have dn_the agenda is a request
from the EdWard‘Wisher Dbnation Foundation to
.reiease 5,760 acres from Quriwisner Wild Life Man-
agement Area. If we rélease this 5,760 acres;_it
will make our present Wild Life Management Area
about 20,550 acres in size.

As you know, this land is just leased to
the Commission, as many of our other'Wilé Life
Manaéement Areas, and they do,hévé the right at
any time to withdraw paft of this land. They do
want to‘get a release from us so that they can
develop this land for other purposes, and so at

this time, since they do have that right with a

sion that we reiease this 5,760 acres.
MR{ WALKER: Mr. Chairman.
THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir, Mr. Walker.
MR.. WALKER: What is the purpose, Joe,
'of‘them asking for the request to delete this

acreage? What do they interd to do with it?
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~MR. HERRING: Mr. Chairman, in théir

feéuest they'did.not state their actual intenﬁ of
it. They just4said they would like to release it
fortdevelopmént purpoées. and i feel sure it is for
shipping purpdses, barge purposes, in that area.

| THE CHAIRMAN: Joe, we haQe no alterna-
tive except to release it, do we? \
| MR. HERRING: No, we have no alternative

but to release it. About two years ago we released

a little over 2,000, neariy 3,000 acres, from them

at that time, and it has been developed for some of

the shipping purposes in that areé}

MR. WALKER: I understand‘theﬂleéal'aspec
of the question, but I was thinking maybe we might
go back énd‘try to negotiate with fhem to keep it.

MR. HERRING: We have met with them on
that;» They do Qant to gét a release on it so they
can develop it, and we have met with them on this
and tried to renegotiate, but actually they want to
develop the land, Mr. Walker.’

MR. WALKER: I just hate to lose 5,000
acres.

MR. HERRING: vell, we hate to lose it,

t s
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,wild life management aréasf this is half the size

state, so we certainly hate to lose any part of it.|

PN

too. 'In fact, when we lose S,OOO'acres out of
of some of our wild life management areas in this

THE CHAIRMAN;» Gentlemen, you have heard
the recommendation, I think Qe have ho alterna-
tive. | |

“MR. AUTIN: I so move.

MR. BERRY: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Autin, seconded by Mr. Berry. Is'theré any other
discﬂssioné -Any‘opposition?

l(No response)
.There being noné, so ordered.
(Text of the resolution
is here made a part of
the recérd.).
WHEREAS, the Edward Wisner
Donation Advisory Committee has reguested
the termination of some 5;766 acres of
land leased to the Louisiana Wild Life
~and Fisheries Commission, and

WHEREAS, this 5,760 acres 1is
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'within'the‘boundariés of the Wisner
Wild Life Management Area and

WHEREAS, under the existing
lease land frbm the Edward Wisner
Donation Advisory Committee land éan.
be.deléted on written notice, and

WHEREAS, this‘land is described
as Sectién 31 and.32, T 22 S, R‘23 E and
SectionS'SG} 78, 17, 18, 19 ‘and 20 in
.T 23 S, R 23 E, and
| WHEREAS, the E&ward Wisner
Donation Advisory cOmﬁittée wishes to
develoé this land ﬁor other pﬁrposeé.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
that the Louisiana‘ﬁild Lifé ahd Fisheries
Commission reléase the requested 5,760
acres from the wisﬁer Wild Life Management
Area back.tg the Edward Wisner Donation
Advisory‘éomﬁittee.

MR. HERRING: Mr. Chairman, the next item
we have on the agenda is froﬁ tﬁe Richland Parish
Police.Jury. What théy a;ébréunSting is a change

in the any sex deer season for that parish.
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I would like to say firét that the Rich-
land Parish Police Jﬁfy, by iegislative act, does
have the veto power on the doe seésons in that
pérish;. Their request this year, to start with;
was to increase the size of the doe huntiﬁgvérea
from last year and also they had asked for a two;
aay doe seaSon; one day each at the first of each
of the split seasoné° Now they have'fescipdéd'this
métion that they originallyAmade;,_They game.back
with ahother one to have the doe seas&n the same as
in 1971-72 season, which'Qould.ﬁake it just the
first day of £hé seaéon.land alsq cut-down on the
area that they.had originally requested, and the
area that they wish now would be an area bounded
onithe north by'U. S. Highway 80, and on the east
by Louiéiana Highway 133, and on the south by the
Bosco Road and on the wes£ by the Lafourchevéanal.
That is thé same area that they had last year.
‘But,they do wish to leave éhe H. O, Smithvproperﬁy
‘they>had recommended this year in,

éiﬁce ﬁhey aé'haVe the veto power to
_changé this, I would récommend thét we ‘do aéceét

this from the Richland Parish Police Jury.
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THE CHAIRMAN: You have heard the.recom- 
‘mendation of Mr. Herring. What is your pleésure?
'MR. BERRY: I so move.
MR. WALKER; Second.
THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Berry, seconded by Mr. Wa}ker. Is there any other
discussion?
'(No response)
Hearing none, so ordered.
(Text of the resolution
is here-made.a paft Of
the record.)
WHEREAS, the resolution has
‘been received from the Richland Pariﬁh
Police Jury requesfing a chénge in the
any sex deer éeéson for ﬁhat Parish, and
| WHEREAS, the Richland Parish
Police Jury does‘have the-veto power és
set by the Legislature on any éex deer
seasons, and
WHEREAS, the original résoluﬁiqn'
is asking for aﬂ expansion of the any sex

deef séasoh from 1971-72, and
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,

WHEREAS, the fésolution és passed
by the Police'Jury requests a smaller area
and to remain the same as 1971-72, and

WﬁEREAS, £his area is described
as bordered on the north by U. S. Highway
80, on the east by‘Lquisiana Highw;y 133,

 on the south by the‘Rosdo Road, and on,fheu
west by Lafourche Canal and the H. O. Smi#ﬁ
property in Section 8, T 18 N, R 8 E. The
any sex deer season will be on the firsf |
day of the second segment qf.the deér
'season-which is ﬁovember 15, 1972,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the any sex season for Richland
Parish be tﬁe same during the 1972-73
seas&n as it was during the 1971-72
season with the addition of‘the H, O.

Smifh property. B
MR. HERRING: Mr. Chairman, the next item
we have on the agenda is a request from the Vernon
Parish dog hunte:s 6ver in‘that area to open the
still hunting area in-this parish,bwhich is desig-

nated now.on4this map, if you can see it -- it 1is
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not gquite high enough for so@e.-- this'areathere
(indicating). I would like to explain a little bit
about this étill hunting'areéo |

Nine years ago the western portion of
this from Highway 171 west was closed to deer hunt-
ing. At that same time, we had only a lé6-day hupt—
ing season in the remainaer4of this parish; trying
to build up our deer herd. In 1964—65 the season
was the sﬁme. Thé western portion of the parish
was closed anﬁ the other paft waé open for‘deer
hunting. In 1965-66 fo£ the hunting season, we
did open the whole parish, i.e., this-western part
which was closed; and it has continued to be open-
to this year; This year, Qe‘might say that'in
'63-64 it waé_a l6-day season, we have.increaséd
the whole area now to a 28-day still hunt. We
have built up the deef herd in fhat a:ea.ﬁefQ'
g;adually. We have had préblemé at different times
This is open hill-country type land and running dog
sometimes is a little hard there. |

Now we have petitions from both sides,
we might say, some wanting the area open for dog

hunting and some people wanting the area to stay

S
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Members of the'Commission, I am Ben Hicks of Vernon

as_it is in a still hunfing<§rea.,

‘.At.this time, wifh the repommendations
that we hédvpreviously giQen in setting this season
I would recommend éo the Commission that we keep
the season as.it is set now. This has been tra-
diﬁionally a still hﬁnting area and in £here wé
have, say, built ﬁp the deer population. This
whole area down south of thefé’is still hunting"
also. Tﬁe area north of there is open for still
hunting ana some dog hupting. Thaf %s Area No. 2,
as designated on there. The Qtill‘hﬁnts have
worked ou£ very successfully but we have had a 1lot
of requests, you might say, fro@ the dog hunﬁers to
open it. We do have SOﬁe dog hunters here féday
aﬁd I feel sure they would like to say something
to the Commission, | | B |

THE CHAiﬁMAN: . Gentlemen, if there 1is
anyone in the audience who would like tﬁ be heard
on.this subject before we take it, would they come
to the microphone, give their name. |

MR. BEN HICKS: Mr. Chairman, other

Parish, I have deer hunted all my life. Most
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peoﬁle iﬁ that'a;ea_eithe¥ hunt, §£i11 hunt or dog
hunt. | |

Now Mr. Herring is right. He hagd peﬁi-
tions from some other people to leave the season
as is. We were not aware that we even had a peti-
tion déwn here, because wé had two public meetings,
well advertised, radio announcements, at the céurt-
house in Lees?ilie, trying to decide‘what we.really
did want. I might add at that time there were
'still hunters present.

We went.to yoﬁr June meeting because we
wére,tfyiné to do it the right way and we regquested
what we felt like wmndtefaif to the dog hunters,
which Qas simply asking for the areas putsi&e of
the game management areas, because we are blesséd.
as some people would saf,'wiéh three g;mgzmanage-
ment areas in Vernbn.Parish; and they have just>
abduﬁ ﬁéok up 75 percent of thé area that you can
hunt ih°

Now thelofher areas that are open to‘hunt-
ing are close to hiéhways, eé cetera. ﬁow they‘
dia open norfh of Highway 28 from Leesville to the

Texas line and'Qest of 117 for dogs. We appreciate
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that. We éqt that.little:corher. Welgot.a ;ittie
corner over in the northeast section and one in the
southeast éection. " The bulk of the parish is close
to dog hunting. |

Now if we are asking in the wrong manner
or something like that, I would like to know what
we have to‘do, You'ﬁnow, what dd we need to do to.
get it open} bécausé the overwhglming majority of,
the hunters feel that the dog hunters are just not
‘getting é fair~shake. ThéY'get to-hunt still hunt-
ing. We don't get to hunt with dogs. >Théy;can
understand our plight and we can_understand theirs.
However, then we felt like‘that,the three géme
manégement areas gave sufficient area fpf-still
hunting, if tﬁey really wanted to still hunt, pro-
tected deexr herds, ét cetera, and we didn't ask to
cut them oﬁt on the outside. We said with or with-
but dogs, but it seems like we ére the only ones
who ever‘get cut out. We are second class citizens
so to speak.

All we are trying to do, and I thank you
for rehearihg it here today,'ié trying to f£ind out

what we do need to do. We have had a resolution
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will tell you that he has had very many complaints

passed by thg police jury. We have got one member
§f the jury here with us today, Mr. M, O, Poston,

if you will stan& there, Mr; Poston. I brougﬁt him
along not to pressure but 5ﬁst to let you know that

they speak for the people. I don't think that he

when they passed a resolution to open it with or
without dogs. I think if the complaints came,
they were.certainly not an open compiaint. We
have heard none. ©None of the police jurors have
heard noné.‘ I understand ﬁhere was some petiti&ns
circulated. I was fox hunting oﬁt‘west of Leesville
.there and a gentleman drove up to turn his dogs
loose, Mr. Tommy Kay, and I,said.»"Well, Tommy, I
hope we can open this thing up a littie bit where
we don't all have to concentrate on you all's area
out here.”

He said, "What Qid you all ask them for
over there?"

I said, "We asked them to open everything
outside of the game management areas with or with-
out dogs and we also at the same time met with Mr.

Joe Herring separately and asked him to see if

L4
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there wasn't some wéf we could use what is known
as RanggiRoad‘in the Peasoq Artillery Range; It's
got people completely cut out."

Some places you can stand and see the
road, from the line of the management area. Some
places the road is outside of it. - It meanders.

So one area comes down thereAin a pretty good point
and that is the only area fhat,would'be any justi-
fication whatsoever for not moving iﬁ abgve'that
area because regardless of what we come up with
game, we have to equate it with pebple. These
people that can'tlget through; they have to drive
40 miles out of the way-to get a permit, They
can't come through that road with their'dogs and
guns to'go:qyer and get a permit'to.hunt. They
stop them. |

So what we would ask for is to let us
have thé use of the road. Fox hunters or dogs get
in there. They can't.ga in there and catch‘them.
If they had that road, the area is small enough
that running a red fox or a cyote, they cross that
road. The§ can get their hands on them, but they

can't get in there if they catch a dog and they
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étért~to haul it, yeli,_thén they are given a ticke
fér haviﬁg a dog in the truck, which is right accor
ing to the law right now. What we are wanting is
the usé of that road.. |

But that's. getting away from our petition
He said,l“Thatfs not what_they are telling yéu all
asked for."

I said, "What do you mean, Tommy?"

He said, "Théy said you wanteditd close
dowh Lutcher-Moore game reserve hére. and s;id a
certain game warden got a call and said, 'Circulate
these petitions,' and had his daddy out circulatihg
these petitions." |

I said, "Well, Tommy, that;s not what Qe
asked f&r.“

He said, "wWell, that's what they are
teliing you all ésked for. You just want to throw
it wide.open,throw everything fo the wina.“

That is the furthest from our mind. We
like to hunt deer. We want them there. You know,
we are'going to take care of the deer as much as
anybody takes care of the deer.

But getting back to the petition, I
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checkgd aiso. and another game warden approached

ﬁr.-Kraft with a pétitign.and said, "I am supposed
to dirculaté a peﬁitién here." Now to me personall
I feel that'ig a litfle bit unethical to call game

wardens, to have them circulate petitions among‘

.people, you know, that is supposed to be trying to

get things theirselves, and I can produce the evi-

dence either way.

My only point is.that we need more aréa_
fo hﬁht with or without doés. We will accept‘any;
thing you all give us. If it is three days, one
day or paft of the pérish in-additidn to what we've
got, from the Rapides line, the.Texas line, you
would only $e giving a ‘little corner, anything you
all will give us, fhat's‘what we are down here~fo¥.
asking'for mercy.:

I recommend-that'we do open it.

‘:THE CHAIRMAN:' Thank YOu, Mi. Hicks._

'MR. BERRY: Mr; Chairman, I would like to
ask Mr. Poston to comé up and éive us his comments
on it., I wou1d~1ike to ﬁear from him on what he
thinks about it and whét_the poiicé 5ury thinks

about it.
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MR. M. O. POSTON: Gentlemen, I am M. O.
fo;ﬁon,“Wa;d 2, Vernon Parish. 6ur peoplé. we made
this reéolutibh and it was paﬁ#ed 10 6ut of 12,
énd\oné of~thése men had a biother—in-law,Athe.
other one livgs»in 5 gamé ﬁanagement'area: .We had
,tﬁis'meeting last summer thaﬁ Mf; Joe Herring was
at, and I believe he can tell you that'the.turnout
that Qas on it, the interest that was put in it.

We would like some considefation on it.

There are a lot of;people in there that are dog

_hunters and they are real interested in it, and we

would like to bélconsidered'on it. Any considera-
tion you cén give us we.would apéreciate.

MR. ANGELLE: Can I ask you a gqguestion,
Mr..P§Ston? Two questioﬁs° Actually one may havé

to be directed to Mr. Hicks, but then you may have

‘the answer also. These two jurors that voted

agaihgt-thét, do théf represent'tha£ particulér
area that is in question? |

MR. POSTON: No, no, they don't.

MR. ANGELLE: ,Aé you recollect, for what
reason\did they vote negative oﬂ the jury concernin

this particular problem?

J

-32 HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC,, the complete'convention service in new orleans
900¢ : : ' :



42

guestion was, under whose directions were these

- sition to these people's requeéts. who gave the

authority to the game wardens to go out and circu-

but as far as game wardens or any of our personnel

MR. POSTON: Well, this one 5ﬁror lives
in Ward 3, which is a game management area, and he
said he likea it. The other one haé a_brother—in-
law that is a éame warden, and of course his broth-
er-in-law was ip consideration with the Commission,
which we are also, and he. did not go along with it.

. . : i
MR. ANGELLE: Thank you, sir. My other

game wardens issued, about these petitions in oppo-

late these petitions? Did iﬁ come from the Wild
Life énd Fisheries, or they did this on their own,
at a separate meeting within the area? Joe?

MR. HERRING: I gquestioned Mike Hogan
abouﬁ the game waréens and neither one of us are
aware of'gamé wardens going around distributiné any

petitions in that area. Some people possibly did,

distributing petitions, I don't know anything about
that noﬁ.
MR. ANGELLE: There was no memorandum

sent from the Enforcement Division or the game
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managemént area -—-

MR. HERRING: « ﬁo, sir.

MRf ANGELLE: -- asking these game'wa;~
dens to go out there and circulate petitions?

| MR. HERRING: No. If anybody:* did it,
they did it on their own. There is nothing in tﬁe.
records to inaicate that, and.és far as game war-
dens going around, anybody going around, there is
no indicationlof that.

MR. BERRY: Joe,_howlcriticél do you
think this would be to give them some area to ﬁunt
with their dogs in? |

MR. HERRING: At the present time, still
hunting has been good. We are building our deer
herds up good. This is a different type of terrain
that you have in some of your dog hunting areas.
It is an opénvhill c§untry type’and'you don't have
a lot of tﬁe cover thaﬁ you have in a lot of the
other parts of the state, especially the Bottomland'
part. What he has said about ﬁhe.game management

areas, we do have three wildlife management areas

"in that parish., Two of them we have to cooperate

with the federal government on, because they are
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that the area be opened for dog hunting there.

the still hunts that we have. That is why we have

ohiFort Polk and Peason Ridge, which the érmy does
havé control over, and we have to c§ntinuoﬁély:meet
with them to work out‘regulations on this, so a’
lot of the regulations are not hecessafily ours.
They_éré,joiﬂt regulations that thé army does
reguire, too. |

We have had several meetings with them.
July 29; i971: September 28, 1971; May 4,.1972; and|
June 24, 1972. . There has been at each time a

request from these same individuals, requesting

The population is building. The deer

kill has gone up a little bit in that parish‘with

been able to open some of the additional parish.
The whole.pariéh is now open to deer hunting,
whereas, as 1 sfatea, nine years agé part of the
parisﬁ Qas qlosed. We have haa very good success
in building up. It is a'tradition‘over there,
still hunting. In fact, that is why it started
off as a still huntingmarea rather than dog hunting
fhe'people over thefe wanted to do this. They wantled

it in a whole area on down south of there, going
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down as far as Cameron Parish, starting there, and

this was a request by the sportsmen at that time to

‘come in and open there for still hunting and no

dogs at that time, to see what they could do with

the deer herd. They have continuously built up

with these good hunting conditions.

MR. BERRY: - Joe; do you think something
like a three-day oben‘season for,thé;parish with =~
dogs would be that'cfitical. to give these men some
consideraﬁion?

MR. HERRING: I would like to have our !
personnel éheck the areas again before we make any
other recommendation; other than what we have made
thus far. I would like our technical people to
make a report on it:ahd a thorough check in that
whole area before I wou1q come up with an} other
recommendations than what we have made out of the
kill data and thé checks that we.have.previously
made and fecommended to set the season.

MR. BERRY: I would like to see you do

that. I would like to see you check that area

.again and see if you couldn't give these men about

three days dpen_seaSOn. if there is any way possiblf.

® HELEN R. DIETRICH, INC., the complete convention service in new orleans




46

-

i think they are due some consideration.

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Herring, we dé have
time_before.the season opens. i mean we have one
more meéting before November. One other thing I
would like to ask. In the area in Vernon Parish
that has beéh'oPen to dog hunting over the period
§f years, wﬁat is the status of the population of
deer in fhat particular parish relative to the othe
part ofjthe pariéh in the years past?

MR. HERRING: Mr. Chairman, at tﬁis May 4
19f2 meeting ih Leésville thatAhe was mentioning,
on the Courtﬁouse Squafe. 6ne‘of the.dog hunters
did make the statement there at that méeting that
the reason they wanted to change the still hunting

area to dog hunting area was because there were

more deer in there because the dogs hadn't been

running them, and they would like to change this

area, the still hunting area to dog hunting, the

dog hunting area to still hunting. I hope that
explains it.
MR. JERRY KRAFT: My name is Jerry Kraft

and I was the man that asked Mr. Joe Herring if we

could swap the thing around a little bit, and my
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reason for this was that there is such a small

area on the north side of Highway 465 for us to
hunt in that we have overhunted. There is no doubt
about it. We have overhunted it, because I can tak

you out there any day and I can show you or you can

~hear five packs of dogs running, in a three mile

wide, five mile long strip Qf ground.

Now, Mr. Herring, I may have misunder-
stood or misinterpreted what he said about the open
land, butjthe_land that we are talking ab&ut'how on .
the south sidé of 465, in particular, that we would
like to see.opén, is wooded;;.Theré is.plenty of
pine timber on it. Now:half or bettér of this
land that we currently have .to hunt on is Widé
open woods. There is a pine tree every 50 steps
or so, you know. fhis is the second growth éoming
up frbh natural rather than being planted as the
territory on the south side of 465 is.

Now I ém no expert on deef or anything
else, but it stands to reason to me that if yoﬁ
ﬁurn a mob of hunters, and I use the word "mob" to
ﬁean just exactly that, a mass of hunters, loose

)

in a three mile by five wmile area, you are going
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.back to us in the October meeting with a recommenda-

'we could get permission to hunt with or without

Hicks.

to overhunt it, and we would like to spread the
thiﬂg out. I thank you.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, it is my under-
standing that you all would‘request that our game

department make another study of this areé and come

tion one way.or the other and hopefully that we can
give them a three or four-day dog season. I don't
think it would take any further Commission action
other than a directive from the Commission. |

MR. POSTON: We would like to ask that

dogs outside the game manégement afeas-_

THE CHAIRMAN: We understand. Joe, do
you understand? All right. We don't need any
other Commission action. Thank you, sir.

MR. HICKS: Mr. Chairman, there is one
other thing I would like to mention. You can look
at your own map.and all we are askiﬁg for is to be
treated like people and right now wé are not.

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir. Thank you, Mr.

Other business, it has been requested
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that we move up the Oétober meeting one week. In
other words, the third Tuesday in the month of
October, because of thé Southeastern meeting in,
where is it, in Knoxville, Tennessee.~.ls that all
right with you gentlemeﬁ?

MR. WALKER: This will be the third
Tﬁesday?

THE CHAIRMAN: The third Tuesday instead
of the fourth Tuesday, our regular meeting date.

MR. POSTON: Let me ask you one thing,‘
please. | | |

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, sir, Mr. Poston.

Mﬁ. POSTON: I don't beiievé'anything
was ever carried fufther‘on.fhis range road, use
of this range road for the hunters. If it could
" be possible} we would like to have éermission fof
the hunters, in other words, the people on our
side, the west side, have to go all the way out to
Leesville, back to Kﬁrthwood, to get a permit to
‘hunt, and we.would like to have permission.to go
through theré, people to carry their dogs through,
to go througﬁ there with their dogs and guhs fo'

pick up their permit. We would like to have the
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use of this road.
| THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Poston, I think that
-- Joe, didn't we ask the Army?

MR. HERRING: That's right. We have been|
working on that and.;t has not been traditional on
our wildlife management areas to permit dogs and
guns to trespass on the wildlife management areas.
However, we are meeting with the Army to see what
can be worked out on their areas, i.e., areas tﬁat‘
we have leased from the Army ané also some other
a?eas that we have leased in the national forest
areas, to see what we can work out on that, because
we do have to work with these peopie on our leaséd
lands.

THE CHAIRMAN; Do you think you can have
something by the ne xt meeting maybe on that, too?

MR. HERRING: All right.[

MR. POSTON: Thank vyou.

THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, the next order
of business ié the sale of the boat ZORIC.

MR. ANGELLE: Mr. Chairman, is Mr.

Claude LeBlanc, our wharf superintendent, in the

audience? He is not? I think Mr. Yancey can
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handle this. I would 5ust ;ike to make this brief
?emark priér to Mr. Yancey completing it, that this
Commission, this new Diréctor will g6 on record as
recommending that we do dispose of the boat ZORIC

and transfer the board WIDGEON from the Refhge

Division to the Enforcement Division. Mr. Yancey has

the figufes on repairing the ZORIC, the approkimate
value of it in reseiling it.- I would like to call
on Mr. Yancey to make that complete report.

MR. YANCEY: The boat ZORIC was purchased
by the Commission back in about 1950, which‘ﬁeans
it is some 22 yéars old ndw and it is in need of

extensive renovation which is probably going to

cost up to $15,000. Of course, we all know the

boat is obsolete, and we feel that it would be
advisable at this time to perhaps‘put this boat up
for sale thr&ugh the Division of Administration,
with the tabulation of bids coming back to the
Commission here to determine if the high bid offere

is reasonable in consideration of the condition of

the boat.

However, we don't want to put this boat

up for sale without a resolution of the Commission
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~auth6rizing the Division of Administration to put

‘.

it up for sale.

"THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, you have heard
the recommendation.

MR, BERRY: So move.

'MR. AUTIN: Second.

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Berry, seconded by Mr. Autin. Any other discussion
oh.it?

MR. ANGELLE: Dick, for the benefit of
the press, maybe, and the people that are in the
audience, we méy Qant to tell them what we eipect
to do with the WIDGEON once the ZORIC has been sold
i1f that does come to pass.

THE CHAIRMAN: And what you_are going to
do with the money if you sell'tﬁe ZORIC.

MR. YANCEY: Of course, the WIDGEON has
been aséigped to the Rockefeilér Refuge and this
would mean that it would be transferred to the
Enforcement Division to replace the boat ZORIC and»
to be used for enforcement work along thg entire
Louisiana coastal marsh. 1In order to refund the

Rockefeller Refuge account for the transfer of the
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ﬁoat wiﬁGEON, we would of course recommend that the
receipts from the sale of the ZORIC be put into the.
Rockefeliér account, réther than into the'conserva-
tion fund, because the WIDGEON was originally pur-
‘chased out of Rockefgller Refuge funds.

| MR. BERRY: Dick wasn't the ZORIC a
Second-hand boat, wﬁen we bought it back'iﬁ *50,
527 |

Mﬁ. YANCEY: The record doesn't really
show that but we think that it was. We think that
the boat was built many yéars prior télthat,Abut
the records that we have indicate that the Com-
mission purchased it back in 1950 but they don't
:eally say whether i£ was new or second-hand, but
the information we have is thag it was.

MR. ANGELLE: I would like to add £hat
both Chief Hogan and Mr. Allen Ensminger, chief of
Refﬁge Division, do concur with these recommenda-
tions, that we have discussed this prior to the
meeting and that they are in full accord and feel -
that we can do better patrdl ahd enforceméﬁt work
with the WIDGEON because it is a much faster boat

and-can be used here on the coastal area after
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being moved'out of the Rockefeller Refuge.

. THE CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, it has been
moved:and it has 5een sedonded. Is there any other
discussion?

(No response)
Hearing ndhe; so:orderéd.
| (Text of the resolution
is here made a bart of
the record.)
WHEREAS, thé boat ZORiC is in
need'of expensiQe repair wofk that will
prbVe to be very costly to the Commission,

) NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
that the Division of Administration be
requested to solicit bids for the sale
of this boat with thé-tébulétion of bids
to be reviewed and approved by the
Commission before final action is taken..

THE CHAIRMAN: -Mr. Walker.

MR. WALKER: Mr. Chairmah, I have two
items that I would like.to‘briﬁg-before the Com-
mission.

I am in receipt of a letter from Governor
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with the problems of ecology so that future genera-

ﬁdwargs, dated August 21, 1972, that I would like
to re;d ﬁo the Commission. It is a letter that I
think we will all well‘receiVe.

(Reading) "Dear Friend: Ih response to
your petition request, I would like you to know
personally that the Conservation Fund wiil.be
totally used by the wWild Life and Fisheries cbmmis-
sion with the beginning of the 1973 budget year.

"I know that you éhare'ﬁith me the pride
in seeing this type of legislation passed. A§ a
Congressman and candidate for gobernor; I constantl
éddressedvmyself to the presngation 6f tﬁe outdoor
facilities which we in this state have at our diSj.
po;;i; 'bufihg this legislativé session we have

also been able to have bills passed dealing diréctl

tions may have_ﬁhe opportunity to-enjoy the wonder-|

menté of our state.

"We all must have priorities and I as
your governor am no exception. You and others
indicated that this was a priority issue and there-
fore I proceeded with that considerationﬁin.mind.

We have been able to bring this matter to fruition

4

Y
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and, being éuite candid, it was not easy with all
gf-the different demands.upon the state treasury.
If we had been able to get.the gas rebate legisla-
tion passed, I fifmly believe we couia have done

even more, but this was not to come to pass. I

.believe the future will prove the wisdom of what we

tried to do.

"I ;ppreciate your interest and concern
and hope 1 can rely upon your conﬁinued support in
the fﬁture.

“Sincefely yours, Einn Edwards. "

Mr. chairman, this letter gives us a lot
of hoée for the future and I have some recomménda-t
tions that I would like to make to the'Commiséi;n.‘

(1) I ask that the Director segd a lette
of thanks and appreciation to the Governor and the
legislature for réturning the Conservation Fund to
the Commiésion° |

(2) I propose that wé send to the
Governor an updated long range pianhingvprogram by
January 1, 1973, so that he can see what we have

planned in the future for Wild Life and Fisheries.

(3) I propose we send the Governor our
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than Mr., Dick Yancey, with whom I have worked very

reéommendations.bn’how the C§mmission intends to
spend the 1973 Conservation Fund. I propose that
this recﬁmmendation be placed in the Governo:‘s
hands by January 1, 1973. |

THE CHAIRMAN:  Do you put that in the
form of a motion, Mr. Walker? |

MR. WALKER: Yes, sir. I hearti1y put
it in the form of a motion. |

THE CHAIRMAN: Do I hear a second to that
motion? o

MR. BERR?: Second,

THE CHAIRMAN: It has been moved by Mr.
Walker;'seéonded by Mf. Berry.' Is there any other
discﬁSsion on the matter? |

"{No response)

Heafing none, so ordered.

You have something else?

MR. WALKER: Yes. Mr. Chairman, being
from Pineville, Louisiana, Central Louisiana, Cata-
houla Lake is my love, and no one knowsvit better
closely since 'I have been fortunate enough to sefye

on this Commission.
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This year we have in operation for the
first time the Catahoula Lake Diversion Canal,

which was installed by the Corps 6f Engineers to

preserve Catahoula Lake as a wildlife habitat. Mr.}

Yancey has done years of work on Catahoula Lake
apd it has been.a great pleasure to work with him
on this. Let me say.this. There is in existencé
now a written contract or agreement between the
U. S. Bureaﬁ of Sport Fisheries, the Corps of
Engineers and the wild Lifé and Fisheries Qommissio
bn how this Diversion Canal and the control'stfuc-
tures shall be dgérated. It is a well'dfa&n—up
agreement and I heartily endorse it 100 percent..
Since this is the first year I would }ike
to see the Commission appoint someone who will be
a liaison man between the_conditioﬁé of Catahoula
Lake and the Wild Life and Fisheries Commission or
peréonnel, and frankly'I ﬁm speaking of Mr. Dick
Yaﬁcey. Mr. Yancey has done considerable wofk. He
works with tie U. S. Bureau of Sport Fisheries and
the Corps of Engineers, and I Qould like to submit
to this Commission this request that we do appoint

someone that will act as a liaison man.

N
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-

THE CHAIRMAN: .Mr.'Walker, with the per-
mission of this Commissién; and since you are in
the neighborhood, know the conditions of the lake’
and everything else concerning it, I would like to
appoiht you as a cdmmittee of one from the Commis-

" sion.

MR. WALKER: Mr. Chairman,.I appreciate
the confidence that you have plaéed in me. I would
like to make this statement. I will serve with no
per diem, no expenses. M&lrole will be that of a
1iaison.man between Mr. Yancey and myself”and, if
ﬁeeded, the U. S: Bureau of Sport Fisheriés._ I
~accept this position wholehe;rtedly ana with the
understanding that it is without authofiﬁy to chang
anything that is now in existence.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr., Walker.

Is there any other business to.comé before the
Commission? Mr. Angelie.

MR, ANGELLE: 'The press has a copy of
this release. However, I would like to read it so
that it can Be taped for the benefi£ of the Commis-
sion. It states the following:

"I was advised Friday of the arrest of
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Mr. Tﬁomas Damaté at the residence of Mr. Ted Q‘Nei
Chief’of.the.Fur.Division,_in.Abbeville on fhufsdaj
and that Mr. Damato had béen charged with illegal
transportation of alligator hides. This charge was
based uponvthe fact that the hides did not héve the
proper shipping tags. “ |

"Contrary to report§circulating at pré-
sent, the alligators were taken dufing the recent
experimental alligator hunting season in Qaméron
Parish énd weré properly tagged with the tags
issuea to authorized hupfers; and bore the valida-
tion tags that we affixed foilowing the season at
Rockefeller Refuge. However, they did not carry
the proper transportation tags and that is the
chargé filed against Thomas Damaﬁoo‘

"I immediately ordered a full investiga-
tion of Mr. O0'Neil's association with Damato and
any'COnnection that he might have with the incident
Mr., 6'Nei1-was called before myself and the Com-
mission in public session Monday (yesterday) and
he was instructed to furnish a written repéft on
the incident and his involvement in it. As soon

as this report is fufqished,.I will take whétever

1,

-~
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action is indicated to be proper under the circum-
stances. This'will be done with full concurrence
of the entire Commission.

"Col. Mike Hogaﬁ, Chief of the Enforce-
men£ Division, is continuing his investigation of
the entire matter and a full statement Qiil be
issued to the news media as soon as the investiga-
tion is complete; and Mr.»O'Neil~hasbfurnisﬁed his
written report of his association with Thomas
Damato and his involvement iﬁ the matter.

"It should be reiterated at this fime
that the hides in guestion were legally'taken dgf-
ing the reCeht alligator season and properly tagge&
with both the hunter's tag and the validation tag
issued at Rockefeller Refuge.

"According to the tag numbers, one was.
‘the property of John Paul Crain and éix were the
properlf of R. J. Stihe of Caméron Parish.

. "A full investigation into the mafter is
being conducted and it would be premature to comment
further on the incident or how the hides in qués-
tion came into Damato's possession, until the

investigation is complete.

® ' -
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"I would like to state emphagicaliy that
this incident, now under full investigation, has
no connection with the conduct of the special exper-
imental alligator season in Cameron Parish but is
an-internal‘matter within the Commission that is
.being thoroughly investiggted and will be made
public.

"A comprehensive report on the season
itself and the results have already been\issued by
my office."

i notice this morning tﬁe Time;-Picayune
has an article where Ted O'Neil was not available
when they called on him .and further it says the
Director was 5190 unavailable. W; wdrked»in here
until close to six o'clock last night, went on to
‘the ball game, and came back in here about 12:30,
so yesterday %t the spe?ia1 meeting which waé a
public meeting, the press was present, the Times-
Picayune was not, so this was in answer to this
article that came ogt. I was in my office early
this morning and if'the Picayune has anything that

they want to find out, it is all above board and

this is the way we are going to carry out my

YYY
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-stewardship as director° Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you; Is thefe ahy
other business to come before the Commission?
(No response)
Do I hear a motion we adjourn?

MR. WALKER: I so move,

e« « oThereupon, at 11:05 o'clock
a.m., Tuesday, September 26, 1972,

the meeting was adjourned. ‘. . .~

Kathryn G. Chamberlin,
Reporter.
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